November 11, 2010
Rockford Register Star
99 E. State Street
Rockford, IL 61104
Attn: Excalibur Award Committee:
I am very pleased to present this nomination of William H. Ziock, Jr. for the 2010 Excalibur Award.
Mr. Ziock was a man of vision, action, and commitment to his community. Arriving in Rockford at age
22, William Ziock Jr. spent the next three-quarters of a century building successful businesses,
impressive structures, and an impeccable reputation as a leading industrialist in our growing city.
“Rockford’s pioneer industrialists were men of vision and foresight,” and William Ziock, Jr., or “Bill,”
as he was known to employees and co-workers, “was one of the first to realize his community’s
industrial potential” (Rockford Register, 2/12/1957).
He followed in the very large community-oriented and philanthropic footsteps of his father,
about whom local visionaries such as Ralph Emerson and Robert Tinker spoke in glowing
terms. William H. Ziock Jr’s work went far beyond that which was necessary to conduct his
successful businesses. He improved working conditions and encouraged recreation among his
employees and also gave moral and financial support to various community organizations, all
while helping to put Rockford on the world map for industry.
During both World Wars, his knitting companies manufactured woolen socks for the military.
The Rockford Gazette reported in early 1917 that he was eager to give form and voice to the
patriotic enthusiasm of Ziock employees and neighbors. The company flew a large US flag
from the previous war (Spanish War) over the William H. Ziock Sr. Building and said it
“would remain up until peace [was] declared or it [was] worn out” (Rockford Gazette,
2/7/1017).
He was an ongoing supporter of the Rockford Hospital, the Boy Scouts, the local drum and
bugle corps, and local businesses of all types. When the Rockford Automobile Trade
Association feared the need to give up their plan to host the first auto show since before WWI,
Ziock stepped forward, offering three recently-completed floors of the William H. Ziock Sr.
Building addition as a venue. This proved to be a boon as many people came for the views
from the 12th and 13th floors as well as to see the latest in automobile technology.
Perhaps his greatest legacy to the city of Rockford was in the construction of this building,
Rockford’s only industrial high rise, with “walls of crystal and concrete,” which was “the
most complete outside of Chicago … a model of strength and convenience” (Rockford
Register Republic, 3/11/1913; Rockford Morning Star, 5/10/1913). This early steel-reinforced
concrete, daylight building became an example for other industrial spaces around the country.
To quote Mr. R.C. Peterson in his enclosed letter of support, William H. Ziock Jr. “set the
tone of the culture by respecting and protecting workers and treating them as a valuable
element of business.” He did this ahead of his time and to the benefit of all in Rockford.
Sincerely,
Lenae M. Weichel and the Friends of the William Ziock Building

Contact: Friends of Ziock  c/o 112 N Wyman St Ste 2  Rockford, IL 61101-1145

2010 Excalibur Award Nomination
I would like to nominate:

Ziock, William Henry, Jr.

Address:
Business Address:
E-mail Address:
Phone Numbers:

c/o Friends of Ziock, 112 N. Wyman Street, Suite 2, Rockford, IL 61101
N/A
c/o friends@ziock.org
c/o 815-969-0988 (Don Bissell) or 815-980-5148 (Jeff Orduno)

Profession:

Rockford industrialist

Companies with which the nominee was associated:
Rockford Mitten and Hosiery Company, Rockford Paper Bag Company, Rockford Paper Box Company, Nelson
Knitting Company, B-Z-B Knitting Company, and the Rockford Knitting Machine Company.
It was said about the companies he founded or oversaw that “as one business firm gained a place in the business
world, he would organize another” (Rockford Register, 2/12/1957).
Overall impact on community:
William H. Ziock Jr. “helped to chart Rockford’s course as an industrial center and to give it prominence in the
textile world” (Rockford Morning Star, 2/12/1957). He devoted much of his time in Rockford to “building up
industries which have given Rockford a high standing among the nation’s manufacturing cities. For years, the Ziock
name was synonymous with the knitting industry … [spreading] Rockford’s fame far and wide” (Rockford Register,
2/12/1957). Beyond that, he carried with him (and acted upon) a concern for employees, youth, the arts, and
amenities that enhance community.
Major constructive achievements:
Date

Achievements

June, 1908
Donated a wheeled litter to the Rockford Hospital
This gurney, used to convey patients from the operating room to their convalescent room after surgery, replaced one
that had worn out. It was new, “the latest pattern and the finest that could be procured from a dealer in hospital
supplies … lighten[ing] the burden of suffering” of those in the hospital (Rockford Morning Star, 6/27/1908). In
fact Ziock, like his father, was a regular Rockford Hospital benefactor.
September, 1913
11 story William H. Ziock Sr. Building completed on SW corner of Wyman & Green Sts.
This building was the tallest building in Rockford at this time, forever changing the skyline of the city. In addition to
its safer, brighter, better ventilated factory design, Ziock had installed on the top floor, high above the city, a fullyequipped kitchen, dining room, and recreation hall; furnishing an ideal place for the employees outside of working
hours and including billiard tables, a library, and comfortable furniture. The Rockford Morning Star reported
during its construction that these rooms “are expected to be an example for other factories throughout the country
who look after their employes’ [sic] welfare as well as they look after the financial end of their business” (5/10/1913).
February, 1921
13 story addition to William H. Ziock Sr. Building completed, fronting on South Main St.
Atop this additional model industrial building, Ziock had a large water tower erected for an automatic sprinkler
system (as he did with the first section of this building) which protected his investments to be sure, but which also
protected and contributed to a safe, comfortable working environment and peace of mind for his employees at a time
when yarn and knitting mill and factory fires were still a real danger.

Public offices and volunteer activities:
William H. Ziock, Jr. hosted numerous fundraising and recognition events for area non-profit organizations at a time
when this practice was relatively unknown. Among other offices and activities, Mr. Ziock participated in the
following:
Date

Achievements

June, 1908
Hosted a musicale to benefit the beautification of Haskell School.
That year, Mr. Ziock served as secretary/treasurer of the Haskell School Parents’ Club which was creative and
mindful. The group charged itself with “enlisting the interests of the children in the school surroundings” (an idea of
involvement and investment before it’s time!).
April, 1920 & 1921
Hosted banquets with “elaborate programs” for Rockford Boy Scout Troop 3.
Mr. Ziock hosted these banquets on multiple occasions to celebrate the young troop’s anniversaries. Banquets were
held on the top floor of the Ziock Building.
February, 1921

Offered three floors of the newly-finished Ziock Building addition to the Rockford
Automobile Trade Association for their Auto Show.
This was the first car show the community had held since before WWI and Mr. Ziock saved the event by offering his
space for use free of charge. The location positively contributed to attendance (which topped 15,000) due to its views
and novelty.
June, 1922
Hosted a dinner and program for the American Legion Drum and Bugle Corps, one of
the local predecessors to The Phantom Regiment.
October, 1956

Purchased the pipe organ for the soon-to-be constructed Emmanuel Episcopal Church.

Membership in religious, fraternal, business or social groups:
• Life member - Moose Club
• Trustee - Rockford Memorial Hospital
• Board member – Nelson Knitting Company
• Director - Winnebago National Bank
• Charter member - Rockford County Club
• Life member - Elk’s Club (at the time of his death, Ziock was the oldest living member)
Nominator name:
Address:
E-mail Address:
Phone Number:

Weichel, Lenae M.
c/o Friends of Ziock
112 N. Wyman Street, Suite 2
Rockford, IL 61101
Lenae@Weichel.org
815-282-5482
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R. C. “RAY” PETERSON
To:
Date:
Re:

Rockford Register Star Excalibur Award Committee
November 10, 2010
Letter of Support for the Nomination of William H Ziock, Jr.

Dear Excalibur Committee:
My first glimpse of Mr. Ziock, that is William Ziock, Jr., was in 1938. I had just been hired for part time
work at Nelson Knitting Company where my job was to clean machines. Mr. Ziock was a member of the
Board of Directors of Nelson Knitting. A fellow worker pointed him out as he strolled through the factory.
Tall, confident, and well dressed, a particularly noticeable feature was that he was missing an arm.
I learned that April 19, 1895, Mr. Ziock was involved in a shocking accident at his own factory. Large belts
that power machines throughout plants at that time frequently slipped off their pulleys. Instead of insisting
that his workers reinstall the belt, “Will” as he was sometimes referred to, pitched in, slung the belt over his
shoulder and proceeded to heft it back into place. Instantly his shirt sleeve became entangled in the
mechanism, twisting his arm off at the elbow.
As I gained experience and understanding of the industry, it became clear that this was very much in
character for Mr. Ziock. He would not ask his workers to do anything that he, himself, was not willing to do.
In fact, William, Jr., powerful, yet friendly and engaging, had endeared himself so completely to his workers
and to others that he was known by the office staff at Nelson Knitting as “Billy”. He embodied the [pardon
the pun] “closely knit” family aspect of the knitting community in Rockford.
In 1957, the same year that William Ziock, Jr., passed away, I became President of Nelson Knitting
Company. Accolades and tributes bestowed on him at that time are a matter of record and were consistent
with what I knew to be the culture of all of the knitting companies in Rockford. William Ziock, Jr., and his
father were founders – and quite literally pioneers in this significant Rockford industry. They helped create
the industry AND they set the tone of the culture by respecting and protecting workers and treating them as
a valuable element of business.
William H Ziock, Jr., elected to honor his mentor, his father, and very fortunately was able to do so by
creating one of Rockford’s most visibly prominent high-rise manufacturing-style buildings. It was not only a
manufacturing plant but as we now know, Ziock was interested in, encouraged and supported a broad
range of community groups and gatherings, frequently by making the top floors of the building available to
them for their events.
Thank you for this opportunity to support the nomination of William H. Ziock, Jr., for the Excalibur Award
for 2010.
Sincerely,
R. C. “Ray” Peterson
President (retired), Nelson Knitting Company
6458 Old Hunters Run
Rockford, Illinois 61114-7812
PHONE

(815) 282-4639

Interview Notes
J. Stanton McGroarty, Emmanuel Episcopal Church

These notes were gathered in an interview with Mr. J. Stanton McGroarty, former Warden, Emmanuel
Episcopal Church Vestry (equivalent to President or Chairman of the Board of Directors of the church).
Mr. McGroarty served as Senior Warden for two terms. The interview was conducted Thursday
November 11, 2010. Mr. McGroarty can be reached at 815-985-6997.

•

Capital planning for construction of Emmanuel Episcopal Church at its
present location, 412 N Church St., was underway. One of the ‘big ticket’
items was the pipe organ. Much thought and effort had gone into
allocating the budget proportionally, resulting in each parishioner being
assigned a target amount. William Ziock, Jr., also known to fellow church
members as Bill Ziock, an active and very generous member of the church
was one of the parishioners at the top of the list. When approached he
asked, “would you mind if I were to simply purchase the pipe organ for
the church.” At that point, the organ fund-raising campaign ended.

•

Two descendents of Mr. Ziock were not in good health (details not known
to Mr. McGroarty). As part of his estate, Bill Ziock established a trust for
the children with the provision that in the event of their death, proceeds
were to be distributed between four charitable organizations including
Rockford Memorial Hospital and Emmanuel Episcopal Church. As a
result, an endowment has been established at Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, with William H. Ziock Jr, as the benefactor. While specific
amounts were not revealed, the gifts are described as “substantial” and
“exceptionally generous”.

Interviewer: Don Bissell

